o aclear evening west of down-

twn Toromio, passershy may

find their eyes drawn 1o the
roofiop of the city's newest reskdential
comnmneiity, CltyPlace Luna.

Luna will please the eye by day as
well. “The massing of the face 10 the
south conforms 1w o subtle convex
curve at the norih edge of the sie
formed by the existing roadway,” says
Deni Paletti, principalfpartner ar Core
Architects Inc. “The strong convex
crescend shape becomes the lelgmotil
ol the site™

"Because of the gemle curve
of the buildings, every unit is
differens” says Gabricl Leung di-
rector of development for Concord
Adex  Development  Corporation,
explaining that the building bhoasis
more than 70 different unit types.

Certaln unkt layouts are particular
o Lana. The “LTD" units, for instance,
sit atop the podinm and boast twoa
storeys each. Entrances on the lower
flear lead vo a somh-facing view, while
the upper floor offers wiews 1o boih the
south and north. *We ploncened this
unl typs in this project” Leang says.

The grodind-floos  ownhomes
inclucle artsched garages, destined 1o
appeal to buyers
ey wnd thee fecliog of [ving in & houise.

Buyers wont have much longer 1o

wail for their homes. “Concond Adex
wanted 10 minimize construction
cost and socelerate the schedule,” says
Amie Halnims, project manager lor
FCL Constrisctors Canoda Ine. “TPCL
was able 10 build the structure ai a
pace of one (loar every three days*
Luna ks one of the final resklential
projects o sprout on a substantial par-
el of former ral by Lands mene Blocks
west of downiown Torooio, Other Go-
ished developmenis nearby have been
occupied for several years, and many
retail operations call the anea home
“The banks are all there” chuckles
Tim Gaorley, executive virl-p'rmdent
at Page + Stecle /161 Group Architecss.
Baisinesses are also sei 1o move
imto the sowmbheast part of the Luna
lot around the time residents move
in, adding to the bustle. “It will make
sireet life more vibrant,” says Leung,
Retail needs may eclipse motoring
needs, acooeding o Gaorey. “Aemual
parking sales are less than you might
expeect,” hie sgys “Dowmowners in-
creasingly rent cars, they use services
like £ipCar 10 avold cwning a car”
The siie itsell, within easy walk-
ing disance o the cliy's cone, is
well-served by public transit, A pedes-
trian bridge will span the gap over the
railway lines berween ClhyPlace 1o the
south and Front Streei, o makn road
beading downiown
Becanse the ruil lines fo the north
and the Gardiner Expressway to the

secking gresier secu- |
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Block 26E LLuna

by Luigi Benetton

soith sandwich ChyPlace, acousthes
and wibrathons were a concern. Ballders
achicved accepable sound transmis-
i coefficients via careful choaces of
window design and glazing,

Hewever, the north wall of the un-
derground parking garape doubles as
a retaining wall abutting the railway
Land, so it was designed sccording 10
requirerments from CM. “The north
wall, in conjunction with ather struc-
tural elements, will act inelastically
shoild & wain wopple inte 0" explains
Philip Jomes, comtract administrator
for Halcrew Yolles Pammnership Ine
{Such an event is oolikely, several
fsctors combine 1o keep train spoeds
VETY bovw i the anes )

Though Lake Ontario lies nearby,
Luns's builders have not had w con-
temd with water, thanks to a sporting
neighbour, “Pumping operations ai
the Rogers Centre have bowered the
water table,” Gorley says.

Concord Adex ensured the land
would conain as many thees and irails

as il does suiles and shops, Parks lining
the narth and sowh boundaries link o
the eight-acre CityPlace Central Park in
the middle, which Luna faces.

Luna's boilders also  installed
servioes for the mosth linear park along
Lonas norih edge. These services
{water, electricity and so forth) were
designed and baik independenily of any
Concond Adex building in preparation
for turmover 1o the Clry. “ln was a proj-
ect within a project.” says Al Medeinos, a
partner with MOW Consultanes Lid.

Soil remediation  performed on
the former brownbcld made the en-
tire nefghbourhood ready to welcome
those wha mow call CityPlace home
*Concord Adex removed contamine-
ed sail from all the sites.” Gorley says.

There's even some green in Lona Bi-
selll, “About 200 exit signs were changed
from elecirical 1o ‘photoluminsesoem’
or ‘glow-in-the-dark which consumes
absolmely no power,” says Kalnins
“Since most exit signs are clectrically
llismdrabed 24 heonirs a day, climinating
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the requirement for roughly
204 signes defimbtely helped reduce the
bullding's power consumption.”

Variable-specd drives power main
pumps and makeup air anits throagh-
il Luina. *Motors can operate # peak
performance when required and sdjusg
according to the demand in the build-
img." Medeiros cxplains,

For all its practicality, Luna is no
shrinking violer, by day or by night.
“Random reflective glos panels on
the exterior face of the baloonies aller
8 three-dimensional textual patiern
1o the facade,” says Polon, "as well as.
acting like a mirror to the changing
minisds of the Torongo sky.”

Two arisis were commissioned o
create works on the ground and in the
sky. Sculplor john McEwen, whose
“Searchlight Seartight Spotlight” a
groap of 1all sieel perforated cones
stand to the east of the Air Canada
Centre, created “Stardhist and Time" for
Lana. The seven corten pancls features
hacklit cistouts, aned surmound a bronze
hear, anather of McEwen's cresions.
Ottawa’s Adrian Golloer adomned the
glazed mechanical pemhouse expees-
sions with LED light hoxes, using a
partern similar 1o that on the wower's
reflective glass panels. Luna's st the
amly roaliop 1o receive Gollners treat-
ment, The moliops of each Cleylace
building will ghow a different cobour.
Togeaher, they barm “Warm by Mighi®
the public art program Concond Adex
cormmbssioned o crown ils works

“It's like painting the sky,” says
Lung. o
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