oronto’s Centennial College,
Ontarie’s oldest public college, is
putting a new “face’ on its Prog-
ress Avenue campus by erecting a four-
storey Library and Academic Bullding
at the campus entrance. Thanks to its
height and proximity to mzjor roads,
thiz yet-to-be-officlalh-named Eacility
will draw many an eye ta a changing
Centennial College.
1t will also help Centennial handle
rapid expansion. “Student enrolment
has inereased by a third in a few short
years, New classrooms and lab spaces

Associates Landscape Architects. "This
helps pedestrians feel comfortable asg
they are insulated from the lots.”
Rain that falls on the roof flows to
underground clsterns to be stored for
use in toilets. Meanwhile, rain that hits
the ground will fow through soil or
permeable concrete pavement. Precipl-

tatiem sinks into the ground, reducing
represents the second use of perme- &

able concrete pavement In Ontario; the
nearhy athletic facility, the first) “We
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are imperative,” says Khurshed Irani,
Centennial College’s exncutive director,
facilities and services. “The original
campus library, builtin 1977, is cramped
and overused. The way Hbraries are

to sustalnability se it's little wonder the
Facility weas designed to qualify for LEED
Gold status. “The roof will be home to
twogardens: amodular roof garden will
be installed over the auditorium, while
an intensive garden will cover a portion
of the library with 20 to 30 centimetres
of black growing medium to support
plant life.” says [rani.

On the ground, the modern land-
scaping consists largely of native and
drought-resistant species, a cholce that
mmmmmﬁmmlni—

gation system. "There's one very large
planting bed on the north side of the
building, abour 100 metres long (the
buflding isabout 75 metres long] and 13
metres deep, between the building and
parking lots,” says Ryan James, senlor
landscape architect for Basterfleld &

[SCHM) In the concrete to take the place
of cement,” notes Ezio Del Fattl, praj-
act manager for EllisDon Corporation,
adding that bullders took care handling
5CM during winter months to achieve
the expected finigh.

‘The building’s overall ook will depart
from that of its older neighbours, since
it consists of "penerous use of iremepot
brick copper and expanses of ghass,” says
Trani. Concrete, steel and most interior
finkshes come from recycled materials.,
To create a cleaner loak, all mechanleal
equipment goes in the building itself, not
in a mechanical penthouse.

"We used low-VOC paints, adhe-
sives and carpating to protect indoor
air quality,” Irani notes. “Construction
workers are even banned from smok-
ing on site.”

To keep the facility’s air fresh, the
four-storey central atrium will feature
a biowall. This living wall will recelve
plenty of sunlight, since the sawtooth
pattern of the north-facing curtain wall
carries over the top of the building to
bhecome sawtooth-parterned skylights
above the atrium. “We suspended aight-
footdong cylindrical fixtures from the
top of the atrium,” notes Vivian Sham,
an assoclate with Muolvey & Banani
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Variations in classroom design arose
from the need for fexible teaching
spaces. Sonve have flat floors some are
tilted towards the front, A 200-seat audi-
torium will sccommoedate larger classes
and events. "It will be set up to do stmul-

design decisions. Forinstance, concrete
serves as the building's framdng up to
the top of the fourth floor. where struc-
tural steel takes ower. “It makes for a
faster construction process, whereas
structural steel takes more time in co-
ordination, lxad time, fabricadon and
installation,” says Craig Nicobetti, head
of field review for Blackwell Bowick
Parmership Limited.

The facllity rose In the path of a
pedestrian bridge that conmects the
parking lotwith the second-floor main
entrance to the campus. Centennial

keprthe bridge but enclesed It w create
aclimate-controlled hallway connecting
the farility with the rest of the campus.

For all fts complexity. Del Fattl s
pleased with the bullding. “Everything
fit really well” he saye.m
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